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Welcome, as we gather here to worship!
Sunday, March 31, 2024

Easter Sunday

Ushers:
Jalah and Jalani Robertson, Alexandra Dustin
and Gemma Ottley-DeSouza

Order of Service
Brother Thomas Matthews, Worship Leader

Prelude...........coooooiiiii Mr. Sheldon King
Lighting of the Candles .....................cocoiiiiiiiniiiee. Usher
Gathering Song......................... St. Mark’s Choir/Congregation

‘Sweet, Sweet Spirit”

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that it’s the
spirit of the Lord; There are sweet expressions on each face, and I
know they feel the presence of the Lord. Sweet holy Spirt, sweet
heavenly Dove, stay right here with us filling us with your love;
and for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise; without a doubt
we’ll know that we have been revived when we shall leave

this place.

Greeting/Call to Worship.................. Brother Thomas Matthews
Leader: Christ is Risen!
People: Christ is Risen Indeed! Hallelujah!

Leader: The stone that the builders rejected, has become the chief
cornerstone.

People: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
Leader: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

People: The Lord is our strength and our Redeemer.
Leader: CHRIST IS RISEN!

People: CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED!! HALLELUJAH!



Hymn of Praise................ccoccoiiininnnnnn. Choir / Congregation

“Because He Lives”

God sent His son, they called Him Jesus

He came to love, heal, and forgive.

He lived and died to buy my pardon,

An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.

Refrain
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow.
Because He lives, All fear is gone.

Because I know He holds the future,
And life is worth the living just because He lives.

How sweet to hold a newborn baby,
And feel the pride and joy he gives.
But greater still the calm assurance,
This child can face uncertain days because He lives. Refrain

And then one day I’ll cross the river,

I’1l fight life’s final war with pain.

And then as death gives way to victory,

I’1l see the lights of glory and I’ll know He lives. Refrain

Prayer of Confession and Assurance (Unison)

Eternal Living God, when you became incarnate among us, you
showed us how to reveal the divine within our own souls. Risking
your life for us and dying with the work unfinished, you entrust us
with your ongoing witness of truth, of hope, of love. You dare
leave us your reputation in our hands. You commissioned us to be
your presence in a desperate and needy world. Now bend us
toward your grace and compassion, toward love and witness to all
the world. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (sung)

The Invocation..............coooeeevevveneneenn.. Brother Thomas Matthews
Song of Meditation................cccoeeevernnennnen. St. Mark’s Choir

The Prayer of Illumination (7/n Unison)

Draw us close, Holy Spirit, on This Easter/ Resurrection Day, as
the scriptures are read and the WORD proclaimed. Let the word of
faith be on our lips and in our hearts, and let all other words slip



away. May there be one voice we hear today, the voice of truth and
grace. Amen.

Scripture Reading #1 ........................ Brother Thomas Matthews
(Acts 10:34-43), Common English Bible)

34 Peter said, “I really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality
to one group of people over another. 3° Rather, in every nation,
whoever worships him and does what is right is acceptable to

him. 3¢ This is the message of peace he sent to the Israelites by
proclaiming the good news through Jesus Christ: He is Lord of

all! 37 You know what happened throughout Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism John preached. 3 You know about Jesus
of Nazareth, whom God anointed with the Holy Spirit and
endowed with power. Jesus traveled around doing good and
healing everyone oppressed by the devil because God was with
him. 3° We are witnesses of everything he did, both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 4? but God
raised him up on the third day and allowed him to be seen, #! not
by everyone but by us. We are witnesses whom God chose
beforehand, who ate and drank with him after God raised him from
the dead. ** He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify
that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and
the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Scripture Reading #2 ........................ Brother Thomas Matthews
(1 Corinthians 15:1-11), Common English Bible)

The resurrection

15 Brothers and sisters, I want to call your attention to the good
news that I preached to you, which you also received and in which
you stand. 2 You are being saved through it if you hold on to the
message | preached to you, unless somehow you believed it for
nothing. 3 I passed on to you as most important what I also
received: Christ died for our sins in line with the scriptures, 4 he
was buried, and he rose on the third day in line with the scriptures.
S He appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve, ¢ and then he
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at once—
most of them are still alive to this day, though some have died.
"Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, & and last of
all he appeared to me, as if I were born at the wrong time. ® I’'m the
least important of the apostles. I don’t deserve to be called an



apostle, because I harassed God’s church. 1T am what I am by
God’s grace, and God’s grace hasn’t been for nothing. In fact, I
have worked harder than all the others—that is, it wasn’t me but
the grace of God that is with me. ' So then, whether you heard the
message from me or them, this is what we preach and this is what
you have believed.

SeleCtiON ..o St. Mark’s Choir
Acknowledgement of Visitors /
Announcements..........ccc.eeeeeeunennnnn.. Brother Thomas Matthews
Blessing of the Offering .................... Brother Thomas Matthews
Offertory

Scripture Reading #3 (Gospel)......... Brother Thomas Matthews
(John 20:1-18, Common English Bible)

Empty tomb

20 Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was
still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the
stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 She ran to Simon Peter
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said, “They
have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where
they’ve put him.” 3 Peter and the other disciple left to go to the
tomb. 4 They were running together, but the other disciple ran
faster than Peter and was the first to arrive at the tomb. 3 Bending
down to take a look, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he
didn’t go in. ¢ Following him, Simon Peter entered the tomb and
saw the linen cloths lying there. 7 He also saw the face cloth that
had been on Jesus’ head. It wasn’t with the other clothes but was
folded up in its own place. 8 Then the other disciple, the one who
arrived at the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.

% They didn’t yet understand the scripture that Jesus must rise from
the dead. ' Then the disciples returned to the place where they
were staying.

Jesus appears to Mary

' Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried, she bent
down to look into the tomb. 12 She saw two angels dressed in
white, seated where the body of Jesus had been, one at the head
and one at the foot. 13 The angels asked her, “Woman, why are you

crying?”’



She replied, “They have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know
where they’ve put him.” * As soon as she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing there, but she didn’t know it was
Jesus.

15 Jesus said to her, ”"Woman, why are you crying? Who are you
looking for?”

Thinking he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you have carried
him away, tell me where you have put him and I will get him.”

16 Jesus said to her, ”Mary.”

She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabbouni” (which means
Teacher).

17 Jesus said to her, ”Don’t hold on to me, for I haven’t yet gone up
to my Father. Go to my brothers and sisters and tell them, ‘I’'m
going up to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.””

18 Mary Magdalene left and announced to the disciples, “I’ve seen
the Lord.” Then she told them what he said to her.

The Gloria Patri — “Glory Be to the Father” (Hymnal, #71)

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.

Hymn of Preparation.................c...ccccooennn. St. Mark’s Choir
Morning Message............c..ccccveeennnnn. Rev. Eugene W. Matthews

“Breaking News”

Mary Magdalene left and announced to the disciples, “I’ve seen the
Lord”. Then she told them what he said to her. (John 20:18 (CEB))

Praise and Prayer Concerns ............. Rev. Eugene W. Matthews

Invitation / Altar Call ........................ Rev. Eugene W. Matthews
Invitation Selection

Benediction ................occceeiiiiiininnnnnn Rev. Eugene W. Matthews



Announcements

Wearing a mask while in the sanctuary is at your discretion.

Worship Attendance — 03/24/2024

In-Person 45
YouTube 17
Total 62

Pray Daily at Noon

Please remember to pray daily at NOON. Some areas to A
include in your prayer can include the pandemic, racial \\\
healing, government leaders, educational challenges, our youth \_.) A ;’*
and most importantly for our sick and shut-ins and each other. ‘

Kudos to all who helped and supported the Emancipation Day committee
dinner on Friday, March 29"

Tuesday Women’s Roundtable (6:30 p.m.) — Join Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/i/84500345294?pwd=TUR4ZGpySUS5ub0E1bl
hUQVNnQWIYQT09, Meeting ID: 885 7118 4455; Passcode: 459563

Wednesday Night Experience (7:15 p.m.) —This is our weekly Bible
Study, based on the Wednesday reading in Upper Room. Call in
#267.807.9611; Access Code: 331960.

If you have a birthday or anniversary in April, please let me know by
Wednesday, April 3", thank you

Thursday, April 4™ (6:30 p.m.) — Choir rehearsal. Tina will update
the choir through text.

i o Pastor’s Goodbye/Farewell — Additional details
it gdy”  forthcoming. Thank you to those congregates who have

volunteered to assist with planning.

Note from Finance: First, let us give a big thank you to all that have
been giving. This is a reminder that there are several ways to get your
offering to the church:

1. You can drop it off at the church and place it in church mailbox

2. You can mail it to the church (601 Eighth Street, Laurel, MD 20707)

3. You can use on-line giving (Give—St. Marks —
https://www.shelbygiving.com/app/giving/stmarkslmd)

Again, thank you. Just remember, even during the pandemic, the church
building still has obligations that need to be met.



_ "®roclaiming Christ to the generations...
NN, L

./ Equipping disciples to transform the world”
"Sp*ec/ial Prayers / Sick and Shut-In List: If you hear of anyone

that needs special prayer or is taken to the hospital, please contact:
Rev. Eugene Matthews (443.257.2730), reveugene(@comcast.net.

Condolence to the family (Hebron and Gibson) of
®Brother, Marvin Hebron
Memorial Service, Saturday, March 13* (11:00 a.m.)
Phelps Center (8 and Montgomery Streets, Laurel)

Cynthia Whitfield, Delores Stratford, Keith Davis, Elba Hernandez,
Nathaniel Watkins, Judith James, Isabella Dustin, Joseph Ballard,
Robert (Bobby) Marshall, Oscar Johnson, Harold (Bubby) Awkward,
Jr., Tyrone Awkward, William (Jimmy) Scott, Charles Gregg,

Rev. George F. DeFord, Janet Carey, Lafayette and Elaine Harvey,
All branches of the Military, Bernice Jackson, Brenda Jackson,
Shawn Settles, Floyd Hughes Sr., Jannette Shuford-Reeves,

Phillip Reese, Naomi Williams (Ms. Cynthia’s Mom), Leah Henry,
Sonja Smith, Eric Smith, Gloria Thomas, Wanda Dumas,

Tyrone Mundell, Ernestine Gibson, James Matthews, Birdie Walker,
Paul Browder, Lamar Payne, Kevin Miller, Hannah Polk,

Eunice Dumas Umbtrenda Fisher Ruth Miller

1909 Sheffield Court 9160 Charlton Place 1206 Peachwood Ln.
Severn, MD 21144 Douglasville, GA 39135 Bowie, MD 20716
410.551.2435 240.245.4560

Edlin Chambers  Grace Elaine Catchings
14904 4™ Street 15505 Clayburn Drive
Laurel, MD Laurel, MD 20707
347.423.2764 301.312.7465 (Grace cell)



